First Nature Farmy is o family form in the Peace Country. Once a month, First Nature Farms owner Jerry Kitt writes about his experiences on the formy
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First Nature Farms

certified organic since 1990

Farm News - Janadry

What to do with those 4 /itre p/asz‘/c rulk
JuUgs? Use ther For car//ng rocks!

Over the past month, every time I rinsed ouwt a
plastic milk jug I would 2hen add a spoon of
coloured suqar Sprinkles (the Kind wsed +or
Christmas shortbread), £/l it with water and
then Set it owlside the door to Freeze. Hf%er
£inally accama/at/ng Five jugs of each color
Che time came Zo clear the Snow ofF Che
dugout and paint the circles onto owur “curling
k. Since we had an abundance of green
Sprinkles we made one circle with green and
the larger one cith red jelly pocoder. 7 he
faa//iy of the ice was perfect if you had ro
experience curling and were plasing  aganst
those that did. There were all #inds of rises
and dips in the ice (probably caused by
muskrads) so accuracy was more a matter of
lecck than skill.

When the Zime came For Zhe é{g game  we
invited our neighbours over for “curling and
dinner” (a salmon 1y kids and T caug/rt /ast
Seemmer). By the Zime we made it owut o Zhe
dugout it was dark and the cind cwas gusting
2o GO Kr/hr A/oa)/ng gusts of Snow to
The circles

were rno /onﬂer Visible so we set up a beer can

further handicap the plajers.

on the button which was worth a point if
you bnocked it over. A f’/aS/z/{g/zi stuck in the
Snoew illurinated only 2he beer can. 777/-0:«)4‘/73
the Frozen, plastic milk jugs imoled a bt of
skill.  Sometimes they cwould glide pertectly,
Sometlimes Spinning and Sometimes they would
Zwumble end over end down the ice.

Who won? Didn'? matter! The Fire was
crac. //ng when we got back to the howse and
Che salmon Curned out perfect.

For years ewe Hhad a wnce balance of
wungulates: deer, moose and elf. Moose cere
most  abundard  and with  help From Zhe
occasional  cougar, deer Sightings  cere
wuncommon on the Ffarm. Yow Z‘/z/ngs Aave
The deer
have moved right in and we have dozens of’

c/lanjec/ in just a Ffew rmonths.

Chem wandering the farm and our yard every
Hight. &en our Zwo dogs (Walter 2he
Marermra 5/78&/90’03 and Kosie the Irish
Wolthowund) have given up Aaré/nj at ther.

A neco First for First Nadure Farms! Since
1992 we Aave been raising certified organic
buttfalo and selling them at the Farmers
Market in Edmonton. Ths month we shipped
our F£irst buffulo into British Columbia.
"Choices” in wWhiterock has become The
First store to carry our butfalo. The neco
market cill have a big impact on our bison
cperation. IF all goes well we will be able
Zo mantan or increase our present ferd size
but only i we rent (and fence) additional
pasture or have the rains relurn o guench
our parched pastures.

I hae a chance Zo go on a Zwo week
agricultural tour to Cuba with my son. Al
winter I have had great help From tWWOOF
volunteers and even had to turn pecple aroay.
At present we Aave Five pecple here +From
Manitoba, Holland, Japan, and France but afll
are leaving & the Same Cime I was hoping o
leave. Others are qpplying o come For when
We'll see
what /76y97&n5 . Jerry

I retwurn. Chores or /;o//a(ay?




