First Nature Farmy is o family form in the Peace Country. Once v month, First Nature Farms owner Jerry Kitt writes about his experiences on the formy
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Bison get lost - in 2he grass!

Almost 20 years ago I é/‘o&(gﬁz‘ the First
bison to the farm. Since then they have
munched on every pasture we Ve had Zo
offer, Several Zimes. This  year they
experienced the tallest pastures they have
ever Seen. 4/0;73 with that came Che fee//nﬁ
of not (/nozu/nﬁ where Their Friends roere
because they could not see hru the 2hick,
tall seeet clover and grass! I witnessed
Chis after I cpened the gale Zo Che neco
pasture and was arowund 200 melers acway
when Che herd decided o run thru the gate.
That was the last they saw of each other.
They Iiterally disappeared into the pastire
that eas taller 2han they were. I cowld see
were their Aheads bobbing wp and dowon,
scattered Chra the pasture, going every
direction. wWhat a difference a Foot of rain
can make. Llast vear t/ns time they couldn e
See the grass because it wasn Z growing.

Z was ready Zo celebrate the end of the
haying season last Sunday. I had a couple
hours of baling le#t to do and I would be
Finally be done. The hay eoas dry, the
wedather was perfect and the forecast was
sSunny . T he ne{gﬁéoarS had invided me over
For Sunday dinner so, wwith plans of £inishing
wup the next day, I celebrated being almost
done. bver hear that saying * pake hay while
the sun shines'? wWell that gt iC rained.
Days later, I amr STil/ wating for those
swaths o dry.

An intense season of Aaying is draeoing Zo a
close, I hope. Becawuse of all the rain, the
start of the haying season was delased by
almost Chree weeks. I was really impatient
coarting because I had a brand neco hayéine
(cutter) which as yet had not cut one blade
of grass. Afer years of old machines
Area,é/ng down when I most needed them, I
was ready Ffor a probles free experience and
Fortunddely, that's what I got.

I was very Charkful For 2the help I received
From Chad from Manitoba and Adam, ry 12 year
old ne{g/zéoar (who wants to be a farmer). I
calculated 2hat we Cravelled 600 rules, driving
around and around, cutting, raﬁnj and éa//nﬁ
hay.  The next é{g Job will be collecting all
those bales and haeling Lhem into 2he yard.

Turkey season is agproaching and Zhe birds
are busy gobbling wup the feed. Every day
nowo we carry 144 (///ograms of’ wheat and
peas  lo  salisty Zheir  ever incCreasing
appetites. Just vesterday I moved Zheir
4500 sguare foot pens on o Ffresh pastire
and after Shaz‘z‘:‘n\g off the Yractor, /istened
o what they had o say. Turkeys are very
curious birds (duwumé only to those who
can? perceive intelligence). When they are
roved Z‘/]ey are very excited abowtd the neco
pasture and the Zasty Zreats it offers so
they make a Special Sound. Kind of life a
“clukble”. Ive taped the Sowund and plajed it
back to them. I£ the birds are ?a/‘ez‘ and
hear the sound, they start o rake a /ot of
noirse. If the are noisy and they hear the
Sowund, they all become ya/‘ez‘.

Help on the Farm comes and goes. Last year
a this Uime I was urnng aay 2 out of 3
pecple who wanted o come out o /learn
about orqanic Fuarming. This month I have
no one. Weird? I hope it 's not a trend.




